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S’ome mdustrzal park worleers may be at rzsle

Iy SARAH BREENBLA'IT
STAFF WRITER

- F edeml ofﬁcmls have found poly-
chlormated bi-

SOUTH phenyls in  air,
PLAINFIELD:  dust. and- con-
_._— . crete samples n

Plamﬁeld but they oontmue tostress

, thrcat

three busmesses,_
in, Hamilton Industnal Park, South- -

workers facc no . lmmedlate health

S
* Qver the last six months, PCBs —_

‘known to cause disorders of the skm'

- and kidneys and ‘suspecled of causmg
-"cancer —— have been found at varying

concentmhons both on and off the-

federal Superfund site, in spots rang-
ing from the back yards of homes

" near the propcrty to a microwave

oven msnde 2 company lunchroom

© Officials from the federal Emnron-

- mental Protection Agency and the .

" federal Agen { for Toxic Substances
egistry have said their -

-test findings indicate health hazards

and Diseases

only to workers.who have heen em-

" ployed at' the industrial park for at
‘leastadecade. - .
** “Our findings from thns samplmg

"do not change what we undcrstand is
:the threat (o the oocupants said

The olly chemlcal wis also

‘Market Pond, into which the

e
v P f
_" * A

. efforts at’ lhe 26-acre mduslml park

cleanup under the federal Superfum
_.program last month; based on the dis

‘found at hazardous levels, In i fPCB
. fish taken from the B oun d g::;es? n?pl e:zar ous eve $ 0 ' s1
Brook and in Plscataway’s New :Low levels of PCBs were found bc

; \hmd several homes on Spicer Ave
. nue, which borders the site. - .

_ The federal Occupational Safet

" ' and Health. Administration .foun
I‘nc W;lson, who is coordmatmg EPA ~ -PCBs on-a- microwave oven insid
Columbla Products, one of 15 busu
nesses m the mdustnal park: .

brook flows. -

’

The site was placed on the Na-
‘honal Priorities Lnst for extenswc

B - . \

Please see Pca, page 82
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| Edison Mayoral Candidates’ Debate §

Thursday Oct. 23, *
i Ed:son H:gh School Boulevard of Eagles

dren. At Fly:mq
-~ return to: the'

»1 no. matter.f _

s 3nY quesuons
~2s.’And 1f thé
‘ rnfndent.lhat .
- iSom, you are ¥l
:ssxonals who
..t complex of

" into the joodpiam. . - L
" In"March 1997, thesamcecon—
audedforasemdnmeemme

.fz »pro;ect. as pmposed, "would result :°

- vmcmg ‘case - that ‘the _road :is
neededandthatthepmposedpar.h
A8 :thé Tbest  option According to

fedemlClun WaterActgmdehnes,
d:scharge of fill into waterways; is;

" ble' alternatives that would. have
 fewer advetse em on the envi--
romnent_ —_ '

- Inits Febmaryrepott the T
pike Authority’ outlined three alter-
" % pative road ahgnments‘ mcludmg a-.
& ‘Dridge over the actual Take, bt dlS-
isoed them alas bemg more en-
1: ‘vironmentally damagmg and poten-
| -tially ore expensive.. .~
<% - Authority - repmentames re-
ferred ‘all questions 'to Edward’
. Gross, the authority’s execittive di- ",

‘| “tector. Gross was out of state and ',
l:ould not be rached for comment..

- Mayor - Cantu,“a proponent of
Route 92, stands by studies by the
" -authority and a “township-Commis-
sioned 'finh predicting massive--
‘;.traffic nightmares on local roads if
RomQZnsnotbuﬂtBypusmng
: -for a county open-space purchase,

~

-

2
s

a common fear of Route 92 foes: -
tbattheroadwxllam'actcommer-
ualdevelopmentn&rby .

Jeffers, is resigned to the fact
thathewillnothave the Jast word .
onwhathappenstohxsland.

“We: lnvenocmuolwnhwbat
happensxo the site,” he said. “If
they, want to build the sillyroad,
they’llbuildthes:l)yroad." -

ikéauthontyhasnotmadeacon— :

feasi- .|’ '
+ forbidden unless there are no feisi | l Contmued from Page 31

- Cantu said he is helping to address ‘

', Ed:son mayoral candldates

) m e cepranun e mnm s mmay

lands development penmt_

“. The Jeffers family, longmne owWD:-
~‘ers vf Walker-Gordon, is equally se- .

nous about nd - preservation.

the Je.ﬁers ac- |
g 10  site’

,by government ‘would not be sub- {,

ject to political whims. The Audubon-

r.oi
Soaetyhasexptessedmtemstmg

participating, he said.". ‘ i
"WemttomaTxesmethlsland i

. ,1s not iorgotten. Polxhcnns some- ‘
.;tzmesfurget," Canmsmd ;

‘/- --, ' % .

“The oily chemical, fdrmerly used

in manufactunng electronics, compo- .

_pents, was alsé fmmd at hazardous

_levels in fish.taken from the Bound
~Brook, which traverses.the prop-

erty, ande:sataway’sNewMar

~ ket ‘Pond, into wthh the bfook-
Aflows. * ,
. Several’ workers. mtemewed m"
_reoentmonﬂ\shavemdtheyare
_not alarmed by the findings. . -
The most recent round of tests.
1revealed that levels *of’ ‘cadmium,
“lead and PCBs in the air are well
below federal standards, Wilson said.

- The- tests: were dohe at Columbia

- Products, which employs about 50
_ people;. Robalo Enterprises, .and -
:Norpak,adms:onofDSC of New-
D ark Enterpnses, wh:ch ‘owns the

property. -

" The EPA found PCBs i the auat
. concéntrations of one to 45 micro-
. gramspcrculncmetet while federal -

" standards set 500 mmg:amsas the
. safe limit, Wilson said. - \
1" In dust samplés the: agency tested,»
*~ PCB levels were measured from 97
“t0 21,200 parts per million.

Wilson said that while there are

nofedexalst:mda:dsforPCBsm

- health bazard,”

[ are. chromally exposed to'

~ tainted” dust,” which “could be’ m.~,

gestedorabso:bedthmughtheslun.

* To teduce the 1K' of e.xposme,ié‘a'
.said, workers"should wear ‘gloves
- while “on rthe Jjob :and wash thur

handsbeforeahngorsmolnng RS
* Tests of com:retzch:ps removed _

' ﬁ'omtheﬂoossmthmeofthebus:-..o.
.n&sarevmledPCBlevelsﬁ'omQG'\ -
’-m78000paxtspermilhon,hesa1dm.
. adding there is no federal standard -

for concrete eontammahon. s i

- Theconcretetesbngxspartdan i

agency effort to measure the bound:+-

- aries of  contaminatidn- ms1de ‘the:;
-buildmgsonthesxte. . o i

l

WﬂsonmdtheEPAlswaMgto

hear what D.S.C. and previous prop== - |
‘erty owner’ Cornell-Dubilier., ":
Electronics plan to do to clean ug. i

the contamination. ‘In the theantime,”
the:EPA will conduct additional tats

of nearby homes and businesses. .,z - .5
Robalo owner AJ. DiLello said b&**

Avxsagerforthecleanuptobegm.

; "Nonedtheworkersmdhere&;

seems' tocare, bat I care’ s %" |-

Dilello said. . ‘E o

- would really like to seethemeome*'

mhereandduntheplaeeup” SAae
e

. Mayor George Spadoro (Democrat)
:.Counalwoman Eileen Teffenhart (Rep ubhcan)
Indenendent Cand:dates
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dust, workers could be at nsk rf theyf .

coramt ol
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